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Rogers  Rock 

ON  LAKE  GEORGE 


ROGERS    ROCK 

ON  LAKE  GEORGE 

1AKE  GEORGE  has  long  been  considered  the 
i  most  beautiful  of  American  lakes — its  shores 
the  most  picturesque — its  waters  the  most 
transparent.  Its  rocky  and  mountainous  surround- 
ings afford  few  spots  for  cultivation,  but  are  the 
paradise  of  the  summer  visitor.  By  common  con- 
sent the  scenery  round  Rogers  Rock  is  the  most 
strikingly  beautiful  on  this  wonderful  Lake. 

The  Rogers  Rock  property  was  bought  some 
years  ago  by  Mr.  David  Williams,  of  New  York, 
who  had  long  known  and  loved  the  place,  where 
he  and  his  family  had  passed  many  summers.  He 
has  by  subsequent  purchases  greatly  added  to  the 
grounds,  which  now  include  two  mountains  from 
Lake  to  summit,  and  are  admittedly  the  finest  on 
the  Lake. 

Rogers  Rock  is  situated  near  the  northern  end 
of  Lake  George,  on  a  promontory  rising  80  feet 


from  the  Lake,  with  a  Bay  on  either  side,  giving 
a  water  view  from  nearly  every  window,  and  is 
open  to  every  breeze. 

The  homelike  living-room,  with  open  fireplace, 
has  many  quaint  and  interesting  pieces  of  old 
furniture;  here  afternoon  tea  is  served  daily. 

The  guest  rooms  are  comfortably  fitted  with 
good  beds,  plenty  of  linen  and  electric  bells,  and 
attentive  service  is  one  of  the  features  of  the 
house. 

The  large  dining-room  is  very  attractive  with 
wide  windows  opening  to  the  South  on  a  pretty 
flower  garden  and  on  the  North  looking  over  the 
lawn  and  across  Hart's  Bay,  to  the  hills  beyond. 
Private  tables  are  provided  for  families,  but  indi- 
vidual guests  find  it  pleasant  to  be  seated  in  groups 
of  four  or  six.  Ample  attendance,  dainty  appoint- 
ments and  a  liberally  supplied  table  are  the  special 
aim  of  the  Management.  Three  separate  kitchen 
gardens,  aggregating  about  five  acres,  furnish  a 
variety  of  fresh  vegetables;  the  importance  of  this 
will  be  appreciated  by  all  who  know  the  difference 
between  peas  and  corn  served  the  day  they  are 
gathered  and  those  handled  in  transportation. 

The  greenhouse  must  not  be  overlooked.  It 
produces  the  plants,  running  high  into  the  thou- 


sands,  which  are  required  every  season  in  both  the 
flower  and  vegetable  gardens.  Chickens,  eggs, 
milk,  cream,  lambs,  and  small  fruits  in  season,  from 
the  nearby  farms,  are  contracted  for  early  in  the 
winter  and  are  abundant. 

Pure  and  delightful  water  is  plentifully  sup- 
plied by  a  never-failing  mountain  spring  far  above 
any  possible  contamination.  The  House  is  thus 
rendered  entirely  independent  of  Lake  water. 

There  are  no  stagnant  pools  or  marshy  grounds 
to  produce  mosquitoes,  and  freedom  from  these  an- 
noying insects  is  one  of  the  pleasant  peculiarities 
of  the  place. 

Scrupulous  neatness  prevents  flies,  which  are  so 
often  almost  a  plague.  A  well-known  sanitary  au- 
thority once  remarked  that  he  had  "never  before 
seen  a  hotel  without  a  backyard. ' ' 

Out-of-door  attractions  are  many.  Broad  piazzas 
surround  the  greater  part  of  the  house  with  expo- 
sures to  the  North,  South,  East  and  West.  Easy 
chairs  are  plentiful  and  guests  can  always  find  a 
comfortable  spot  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  in  any 
sort  of  weather.  The  grounds,  with  the  recent 
additions,  run  considerably  more  than  a  mile  along 
the  shore  of  the  Lake  and  over  half  a  mile  back 
into  the  hills. 


Mr.  Williams  has  taken  great  pleasure  in  beauti- 
fying and  extending  the  gardens,  where  masses  of 
flowers  bloom,  and  the  lawns  with  their  stately 
trees,  until  they  now  stretch  out  and  blend  with  the 
fine  woods  that  cover  the  mountain  sides,  the  efi^ect 
being  that  of  a  large  private  estate.  Along  the 
Lake,  among  the  gardens,  through  the  woods  and 
over  the  Mountains,  reaching  numberless  view- 
points, and  many  charming  nooks  and  corners  of  the 
forest,  trails  have  been  cut;  these  are  miles  in  ex- 
tent, easy  to  walk  on,  but  not  formal,  in  no  way 
jarring  on  the  spirit  of  the  woods,  and  constituting 
one  of  the  essential  elements  in  the  fascination 
which  the  place  exerts.  The  comfortable  benches 
that  are  found  along  them  are  perhaps  a  little 
thing,  but  comfort  is  made  or  marred  by  little 
things,  and  these  benches  make  a  woodland  ramble 
a  luxury,  as  well  as  a  pleasure.  Many  a  visitor  has 
set  out  for  a  short  stroll,  and  wandered  far,  lured 
on  by  the  knowledge  that  a  little  beyond  was  sure 
to  be  a  comfortable  seat  in  a  spot  where  some 
new  beauty  would  make  it  a  joy  to  rest.  These 
benches  number  about  two  hundred. 

The  birds  and  chipmunks  which  live  at  Rogers 
Rock  are  happy  above  most  of  their  kind.  They 
are  the  pets  of  every  one  and  are  very  tame.     The 


chipmunks  especially  are  almost  without  fear.  It 
is  a  pretty  sight  to  see  them  climbing  up  on  the 
knees  of  guests  and  eating  from  their  hands.  In 
the  interest  of  these  little  pets,  cats  and  dogs  are 
not  allowed  on  the  grounds. 

The  Tennis  Court  has  been  given  careful  at- 
tention. It  is  made  of  earth  and  sand  treated  with 
glutrin,  making  a  very  "fast"  court,  and  in  its 
setting  of  woods  and  mountains,  is  perhaps  the  gem 
of  the  many  spots  of  beauty  round  the  House.  It 
is  perfectly  level,  full  size  and  scrupulously  cared 
for.  Great  forest  trees  by  which  it  is  bordered, 
shelter  it  from  the  wind  and  furnish  grateful  shade 
for  the  onlookers  at  all  hours,  making  it  a  favorite 
gathering  place. 

The  Casino,  containing  bowling  alleys,  billiard 
table  and  bath  house,  is  another  attractive  feature. 
Bathing  in  the  fresh  water  of  the  Lake  affords  one 
of  the  daily  enjoyments.  The  fleet  of  new  row- 
boats  by  the  best  builders,  equipped  with  spoon 
oars,  cushions,  back  rests,  etc.,  will  satisfy  the 
most  exacting.  Everything  is  kept  in  excellent 
order,  the  attendants  are  attentive  and  capable, 
and  the  rates  are  reasonable.  Guides  who  know 
the  best  fishing  grounds  in  the  Lake  may  always  be 
secured. 


A  cottage  of  eleven  rooms  is  beautifully  sit- 
uated on  the  shore  near  the  Casino.  It  commands 
a  superb  view  of  the  Lake  and  is  in  many  ways 
delightful.  Other  cottages  are  on  the  grounds  and 
may  be  engaged  entire  or  in  part.  They  have  been 
found  particularly  desirable  for  families  with  little 
children,  or  for  small  camps. 

RATES 

In  the  main  house  rooms  vary  in  price  according 
to  the  size  and  location:  $16.00  to  $25.00  a  week  for 
one  person,  and  $35.00  to  $50.00  for  two  in  a  room. 
The  larger  and  corner  rooms  are  at  full  price 
whether  for  one  or  two  persons.  In  the  cottages 
rates  are  $15.00  to  $20.00  a  week  for  single  rooms, 
and  $30.00  to  $40.00  for  double.  Season  rates  for 
cottages  will  be  given  on  application,  with  or  with- 
out service.  Meals  at  the  house  $12.00  each  person. 
Children  under  3  years  of  age  are  not  taken  in  the 
main  house.  All  children  taking  meals  in  the  din- 
ing-room are  at  full  price.  Maids,  attendants  with 
small  children  and  chauffeurs  have  a  separate 
dining-room  with  careful  service 

Guests  are  responsible  for  their  rooms  from  the 
date  of  reservation,  as  the  Management  holds  the 
rooms  for  them  from  that  time. 
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Rogers  Rock  is  easily  reached  from  New  York 
either  by  train  to  Ticonderoga  and  a  four  mile  drive 
to  the  House,  or  by  train  to  Lake  George,  formerly 
Caldwell,  and  by  steamer  the  whole  length  of  the 
Lake  to  the  private  dock.  The  trip  through  the 
Lake  is  especially  pleasant,  and  affords  an  opportu- 
nity to  comfortably  see  the  many  points  of  interest 
on  its  shores.  The  railway  service  to  Lake  George 
and  Ticonderoga  is  excellent,  the  best  trains  having 
through  Pullman  service  from  New  York.  The  rail 
and  carriage  journey  occupies  about  seven  hours, 
while  the  rail  and  water  route  takes  about  two 
hours  longer.  A  morning  train  leaving  the  North 
Station,  Boston,  at  eleven  o'clock  arrives  at  Fort 
Ticonderoga  about  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


HISTORICAL 


Dean  Stanley  said  that  its  combination  of 
picturesque  surroundings  and  historic  associations 
made  Ticonderoga  the  most  interesting  place  in 
America  after  Niagara,  Of  these  surroundings, 
Rogers  Rock  is  perhaps  the  most  picturesque,  and 
of  these  historic  associations  she  inherits  her  full 
share.  Within  the  grounds,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  house,  is  Rogers  Slide,  a  bold  and  conspicuous 
rock  rising  700  feet  from  the  Lake,  on  the  summit 
of  which  Joseph  Cook,  the  well-known  divine, 
erected  an  observatory.  Here  on  this  lofty  and 
beautiful  spot  he,  who  had  seen  most  of  the  finest 
scenery  of  the  world,  would  sit  for  hours  enjoying 
the  panorama  of  mountain,  lake  and  forest.  The 
pavilion  which  he  built  is  still  standing,  with  the 
inscription  he  placed  upon  it : 

"HERE  LET  THE  HONEST  AMERICAN  SIT  DOWN, 

LOOK  ROUND. 

THANK  GOD  AND  TAKE  COURAGE." 

From  this  eminence  the  eye  follows  the  horizon 
on  all  sides— the  Lake  and  Black  Mountain  to  the 
South  ;  the  hills  and  valleys  of  Vermont  and  Mas- 
sachusetts to  the  East ;  to  the  North  and  West  the 


valley  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  foothills  of  the 
Adirondacks.  This  point,  which  now  belongs  to 
the  Hotel  property,  is  reached  by  three  different 
paths  through  the  woods. 

When  the  French  and  English  struggled  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  ago  for  the  mastery  of  this 
continent,  Fort  Ticonderoga,  near  the  outlet  of  Lake 
George,  was  the  most  southerly  French  stronghold, 
while  Fort  William  Henry  at  the  other  end  of  the 
Lake  was  the  most  northerly  British  position.  Up 
and  down  Lake  George  the  hostile  armies  sent 
their  expeditions  and  scouting  parties,  of  which 
Major  Robert  Rogers  led  twenty-four  against  the 
French.  Under  his  command  General  Putnam, 
General  Stark  and  many  others  began  their  mili- 
tary career,  and  learned  those  arts  of  war  which 
they  applied  with  such  effect  against  the  British  in 
the  Revolution. 

In  those  days  Rogers  Rock  was  regularly  used 
as  a  point  of  observation  by  the  French,  for  which 
its  unrivaled  view  of  the  Lake  peculiarly  fitted  it. 
So  important  did  they  consider  it  that  a  road  was 
made  to  it  from  their  camp  at  the  foot  of  the 
Lake.  It  perhaps  followed  the  old  Indian  trail, 
and  was  in  all  probability  the  beginning  of  the 
present  highway  from  Rogers  Rock  to  Ticonderoga. 


In  July,  1757,  Montcalm,  with  7,500  men,  at- 
tacked and  captured  Fort  William  Henry.  Five 
thousand  of  his  army  went  up  the  Lake  in  boats. 
The  remaining  2,500  marched  by  land,  following 
the  great  Indian  trail  which  led  up  the  ravine 
between  Rogers  Rock  and  the  mountain  north  of 
it.  Both  mountains  belong  to  the  Rogers  Rock 
estate,  and  this  old  trail  is  one  of  the  favorite 
walks  of  its  guests. 

On  the  afternoon  of  March  13,  1758,  in  bitterly 
cold  weather,  with  the  snow  four  feet  deep,  the 
celebrated  Rogers  with  280  men  fought  a  desperate 
and  disastrous  battle  on  the  top  and  western  slope 
of  Rogers  Rock,  called  by  the  French  Bald  Moun- 
tain, against  a  force  of  700  French  and  Indians. 
He  was  defeated,  most  of  his  men  were  killed,  or 
perished  in  the  snow,  the  Indians  taking  146  scalps; 
but  he,  although  reported  killed,  escaped — no  one 
knows  how.  This  gave  occasion  to  the  legend  of 
his  sliding  down  the  Rock.  It  is  very  likely  that 
he  did  make  a  headlong  descent  of  some  almost 
precipitous  rock  or  ravine.  A  book  printed  in  1813 
says  that  at  that  time  the  bones  of  the  slain  in 
this  battle  might  still  be  seen  on  the  summit  of 
Rogers  Rock. 


From  the  summit  of  Rogers  Rock  at  daybreak 
on  July  5,  1758,  a  force  of  350  French  under  Langy, 
one  of  their  most  celebrated  officers,  watched  Aber- 
crombie's  magnificent  flotilla  of  over  a  thousand 
boats,  carrying  more  than  16,000  men,  with  their 
artillery  and  stores,  as  they  advanced  to  their  dis- 
astrous attack  on  Fort  Ticonderoga.  Again  that 
Indian  trail  saw  a  French  force  destined  to  work 
destruction  to  the  British  arms.  On  their  way 
back  to  Fort  Ticonderoga  they  had  the  mischance 
to  fall  in  with  the  whole  British  army  in  the  forest 
and  were  cut  to  pieces,  only  50  escaping.  But  they 
were  avenged  ;  for  in  this  skirmish  Lord  Howe 
was  killed,  which  was  doubtless  the  cause  of  the 
defeat  which  followed,  when  16,000  British  soldiers 
fled  in  panic  from  fear  of  being  pursued  by  the 
French  garrison  numbering  3,500  men. 


Rogers  Rock  on  Lake  George  The  Front  Piazza — looking  South 


"^ 

*il 

^■v:Ah!;v 

L    i, 

m 

^^■1^  ' 

^^^gib 

.  1 

wH 

■ 

^f',-'' 

5^' 

T  '     JT 

iW- 

1 

.'3 

m 

;^-'"- 

"'.^V 

''■'41'    il 

li 

1 

'      V- 

,:     "' 

1 

m 

.j^^'^v     ,',l; 

BPVl 

il:ir 

i^ 

f».-.4-.v 

■4.*-:  ■.<■.'•* 

^B 

?'<^J! 

H 

II 

|- 

i 

r 

i 

4; 

1^ 

■ 

1 

k.'"^M 

ml/| 

^ 

^ 

m.: 

i    ■;'■.■■■.  'i 

'L'Vv^i:,kitf» 

i^aa 

^^^^ 

.  ^ 

'^A'< 

.Rtjua'27 


^ 


